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ABSTRACT

NEP-2020 envisions a future where Indian students are well-versed in both their
mother tongues and English, enabling them to navigate both local and global contexts
effectively. Success hinges on robust implementation, addressing the identified
challenges, and fostering a supportive environment that values linguistic diversity
while prioritizing quality English language education. The National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020 presents a transformative framework for English Language Teaching
(ELT) in India, aiming to balance the promotion of mother tongue instruction with the
continued importance of English as a global language.
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The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, India’s first comprehensive education reform since
1986, aims to transform the country into a global knowledge superpower. English language
teaching (ELT) plays a crucial role within this framework, striving to balance the promotion
of mother tongues and regional languages with the imperative of global readiness.

Background of English Language Teaching in India

English language teaching (ELT) in India boasts a rich and complex history, profoundly
influenced by British colonial rule and the evolving needs of a diverse, multilingual nation.
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Here’s a breakdown of the key aspects:

1.

Colonial Origins and Legacy

Introduction through trade and administration: The East India Company’s arrival in
the 17" century marked the initial exposure to English in India. As British influence
grew, English became the language of administration and governance.

Macaulay’s Minute (1835) and the Anglicist-Orientalist debate: This pivotal moment
witnessed the formal establishment of English as the medium of instruction in higher
education, driven by Lord Macaulay’s advocacy for Western education and the need
to create a class of Indian civil servants fluent in English.

Initial focus on literature and grammar: Early ELT primarily focused on the study
of English literature and grammatical rules, aiming to produce individuals skilled in
written and analytical English.

Post-Independence Era and the Evolving Role of English

Official language status and the need for unity: Following independence, English was
retained as an associate official language, recognizing its importance for communication
across the linguistically diverse states of India.

Shift towards communicative and skill-based teaching: Over time, the focus of ELT
shifted to developing practical communication skills (speaking and listening) for real-
world interactions and employment opportunities in a globalized world.

Integration of English in the curriculum: English is taught as a second language
throughout the Indian education system, often serving as the medium of instruction
in higher education, particularly in subjects like science, engineering, and medicine.

Evolution of English language teaching policies in India

English Language Teaching (ELT) policies in India have undergone significant evolution,
shaped by historical, social, and political contexts. Here’s a time-line highlighting the major
developments:

1. Colonial era (18™ - 19t centuries)

% Initial Introduction: English first gained prominence in the 17 century with the arrival
of the East India Company, primarily as a tool for administration and governance.

% Orientalist vs. Anglicist Debate: Initially, there was a debate between the Orientalists
(who advocated for promoting traditional Indian learning in Sanskrit, Persian, and Arabic)
and the Anglicists (who favored Western education in English).
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Macaulay’s Minute (1835) and the English Education Act: This marked a turning point,
with Lord Macaulay advocating for English as the medium of instruction in higher
education, aiming to create a class of Indians “Indian in blood and colour, but English
in taste, opinions, morals, and intellect”. The English Education Act of 1835 officially
implemented this policy.

Downward Filtration Theory: Macaulay believed that educating a select elite class would
lead to the spread of knowledge to the masses through a “downward filtration” process.

Wood’s Despatch (1854): This is considered the “Magna Carta of English education in
India”. It proposed a more structured system of education, emphasizing the establishment
of universities (modelled after London University) and the promotion of vernacular
languages at the primary level while retaining English for higher studies.

2. Post-independence era (1947 onwards)

7
0.0

Hindi as the Official Language, English as Associate: After independence, Hindi was
designated as the official language, but English was retained as an associate official
language due to its importance for inter-state and international communication in a
multilingual nation.

Three-Language Formula: To navigate linguistic diversity, education policies like
the National Policy on Education of 1968 proposed the Three-Language Formula. This
formula advocated for teaching a regional language, Hindi (or another Indian language
in non-Hindi speaking states), and English in schools.

Shift Towards Communicative Language Teaching (CLT): Recognizing the need for
practical communication skills in English, there’s been a gradual shift from the traditional
grammar-translation method towards more communicative and skill-based approaches.

Focus on Skill-Based Learning: Modern ELT policies, including the National Education
Policy (NEP) 2020, emphasize developing a comprehensive set of language skills (listening,
speaking, reading, and writing) and incorporating activity-based learning.

Technology Integration: The NEP-2020 advocates for utilizing technology in ELT,
promoting online learning resources and platforms to enhance learning and bridge the
digital divide.

Impact of the National Education Policy 2020 on English Language Teaching in India

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 carries significant implications for English language
teaching (ELT) in India, particularly regarding the role of English in the curriculum and the
promotion of multilingualism.
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Here’s a detailed look at its impact:

1. Medium of instruction and early childhood education

The NEP-2020 strongly recommends that the medium of instruction, wherever possible, should
be the home language, mother tongue, local language, or regional language up to Grade 5,
and ideally until Grade 8. This emphasizes the importance of learning in a familiar language
to enhance cognitive development and comprehension in early stages. This shift away from
early English-medium instruction in primary schools may have implications for English
language acquisition, requiring adjustments in how English is taught and learned in later
grades. Some research suggests that learning a new language from an early age, especially
before the critical period, makes acquisition easier. Delaying the introduction of English as
a medium of instruction could potentially impact pronunciation and fluency development.

2. Three-language formula and multilingualism

The NEP-2020 reaffirms the Three-Language Formula, but with added flexibility, allowing
states and students to choose the languages taught, ensuring at least two are native to India.
This approach encourages multilingualism, aiming to bridge linguistic gaps and foster national
unity while respecting linguistic diversity. The NEP also emphasizes exposure to different
languages from an early age to develop cognitive abilities. It promotes classical Indian
languages as optional subjects, further expanding the linguistic landscape. For English, the
policy suggests it be taught to enable students for understanding international culture and
world heritage at the secondary level.

3. Shift towards a communicative and skill-based approach

The NEP-2020 promotes a constructivist perspective to learning English, focusing on
developing learners’ ability to interact and formulate ideas in English. There’s an emphasis
on activity-based learning and learning-by-doing to facilitate English learning in schools. The
policy encourages the development of conversational skills and the integration of grammar,
literature, and vocabulary in practical contexts.

4. Role of English in higher education and global competitiveness

English remains the official language of India and is recognized as a gateway to the global
community, crucial for international understanding, world heritage, and future advancement
in education. NEP-2020 acknowledges the need for English proficiency, especially at the higher
education levels, for accessing global opportunities in science, technology, and management,
as well as for engaging with online education and digital resources.
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5. Challenges and opportunities for English language teachers

The NEP necessitates an overhaul of how English is taught in the classroom, emphasizing
learner-centered, task-based, communicative, and cooperative activities. Teachers face
challenges in managing multilingual classrooms and ensuring effective instruction in English
while also supporting native languages. The policy highlights the importance of teacher
training in multilingualism and recommends continuous professional development programs
for educators.

6. Technology integration

The policy recommends leveraging technology, including games, apps, virtual platforms, and
e-resources, to enhance language learning, especially English. Teachers are encouraged to
integrate technology to improve teaching-learning and evaluation processes, facilitate access
for Divyang students, and utilize multilingual content.

In summary, the NEP-2020 aims to balance the promotion of Indian languages and
multilingualism with the continued importance of English for global engagement and
higher education. It proposes a shift towards more communicative and technology-driven
approaches in English language teaching, while also addressing the crucial need for adequate
teacher training and resources to effectively implement the policy across the diverse linguistic
landscape of India.

Policy recommendations for English language teachers in India based on NEP-2020

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 presents both challenges and opportunities for
English language teachers in India. To effectively navigate this evolving landscape and align
their practice with the policy’s vision, English teachers require targeted support and clear
policy recommendations.

Here are some key policy recommendations:

1. Professional development tailored to NEP’s demands

% Continuous Professional Development (CPD): Ensure teachers engage in ongoing
training, potentially including the minimum 50 hours of annual training advocated by
NEP, according to NCERT guidelines.

% Focus on Multilingual Pedagogies: Training programs should equip teachers with
strategies to effectively teach English within the context of the three-language formula
and multilingual classrooms, supporting mother-tongue instruction while building English
proficiency.
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% Developing 21%-Century Skills: Training should emphasize fostering critical thinking,
creativity, communication, collaboration, and other life skills in English classrooms,
moving beyond traditional, rote-learning methods.

% Integrating Technology in ELT: Provide training and resources for teachers to effectively
use digital tools and platforms (like DIKSHA and SWAYAM) to enhance English language
learning, including online teaching methods and assessment tools.

% Context-Sensitive Instruction: Training should address the specific needs of diverse
classrooms, particularly in rural and linguistically varied regions, where resources and
prior English exposure may vary widely.

2. Curriculum reform and assessment alignment

+ Redesigned Textbooks and Materials: Ensure curriculum frameworks and textbooks for
English are aligned with NEP’s emphasis on communicative, skills-based learning and
experiential approaches.

% Competency-Based Assessment: Provide training to help teachers design and implement
formative and diagnostic assessments that evaluate students’ listening, speaking, reading,
and writing skills, moving away from high-stakes, summative exams.

3. Infrastructural and resource enhancement

< Digital Infrastructure: Ensure all schools, especially in rural areas, have access to reliable
internet connectivity and digital learning tools to support blended learning and technology
integration in ELT.

% Bilingual Resources: Develop and disseminate high-quality bilingual textbooks and other
learning materials to support English language learning within the context of mother-
tongue instruction.

% Language Labs and Libraries: Invest in equipping schools with well-stocked libraries,
including age-appropriate English literature, and language labs to facilitate interactive
and engaging language learning experiences.

4. Fostering a supportive ecosystem

% Teacher Deployment: Prioritize equitable deployment of qualified English teachers,
addressing shortages in underserved regions and ensuring manageable student-teacher
ratios.

% Community Involvement: Engage parents and the community to foster a positive attitude
towards multilingualism and support language learning at home and in schools.
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% Research and Development: Encourage and support research into effective ELT
pedagogies and materials relevant to India’s multilingual and diverse educational context.

5. Bridging the gap between policy and practice

% Localized Guidelines: Develop clear, context-specific guidelines for implementing NEP’s
language provisions at the school and classroom level, providing practical examples and
support for teachers.

<+ Teacher Participation in Policy: Involve teachers in policy feedback mechanisms and
curriculum development processes to ensure that policies reflect classroom realities and
teacher expertise.

By implementing these recommendations, policymakers can empower English language
teachers to effectively contribute to the goals of NEP-2020, foster multilingualism, and ensure
that all students have access to quality English education for their future success.
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