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ABSTRACT

The present research is to review the ongoing advancements of Public Administration as an academic discipline and its compliance 
in Bangladesh. Eleven Public Universities were picked purposively for this examination. Course syllabi of every University for 
session 2016-2017 have been gathered as a unit of analysis. Public Administration as a discipline experienced numerous progressions 
and advancements forward and backward. This order extended incomprehensibly in Bangladesh in the 21st century. Aftereffects 
of the investigation uncovered that considerable rates of courses spread fundamental studies of Public Administration. Alongside 
that New Public Management and New Governance worldview are additionally being engaged in every university. Despite a huge 
spotlight on positivist abilities still there are some frail paradigmatic introduction for expert aptitudes like; leadership, interpersonal 
and negotiation skills.
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Public Administration considered as “Practical Science” 
by Woodrow Wilson in his paper, “The Study of Public 
Administration”. To run the state this is fundamental 
he referenced further. The then Civil Service reform 
movement in America impacted enormously to the leap 
forward of the regular regulatory reasoning (Wilson, 
1887). Conventional Public Administration romanticized 
a while later with some fragile mix of errands. For 
instance, amid World Wars, Great depressions elected 
authorities settled policy goals and later refined by 
specialized specialists (Salamon, 2002). With the 
difference in time efficiency and effectiveness ended up 
fundamental for the administration. Afterward, Scholars 
(Osborne and Gaebler) published the book “Rethinking 
Government” (1992) and commonsense ramifications of 
Bill Clinton’s organization. Following years, time and 
circumstance made this phage wasteful and new time 
accompanied the upsurge of the focal point of value 
paradigm (Bryson, Crosby and Bloomberg, 2014, p. 447). 

A few improvements acquired distinctive focal points of 
academic studies. As running the state was a noteworthy 
centralization of the then society so the examinations 
additionally focused on the state components, military 
instruments. A while later, the dichotomous perspectives 
reshaped this scholarly control. Modern Revolutions 
impacted researchers to energize experts of these orders 
to concentrate on the executives’ instruments. Of late, 
amid 1960s Public Administration discovered its locus 
and spotlights without anyone else and ended up 
famous (Protiyogita Darpan, 2013; Henry, 1975).

Thinking about the incredible significance of this 
discipline, academic studies increased greater fame 
up until this point. Robert B. Denhardt (2002) studied 
about instruction in Public Administration and 
concocted fundamental four inquiries, for example, 
teaching understudies concerning hypothesis or work 
on, planning understudies for the primary employment 
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or later one, responsibilities considered by instructors, 
fitting conveyance systems for courses and educational 
program. In Bangladesh point of view hypothesis 
and routine with regards to open parts and open 
administration are fundamental on account of the 
ongoing fame of individual areas. Besides, it impacts the 
business age too (Noman, 2014). Public Administration 
began its individual adventure from the University of 
Dhaka in 1972, soon after the autonomy of this nation. 
At this point numerous Public Universities recently 
opened Public Administration. The present research 
will concentrate on the ongoing improvement of Public 
Administration. Besides, it would likewise distinguish 
its ongoing scholastic concentration in Bangladesh up 
until this point.

Methodology

This research pursued the qualitative research 
methodology. Literatures uncovered that course syllabi 
could be utilized to investigate inclines in curriculum 
development. For instance, Rethemeyer and Helbig 
(2005) utilized this to dissect drifts in Public Management, 
Public Administration, and Public Policy. Moreover, 
this unit of analysis is viewed as a vital method for 
investigating the dimension of understanding in the 
calling about making up substance in expert preparing 
educational module (Straussman, 2008). A similar unit 
of examination has been utilized by Professor of the 
National University of Singapore in their investigation 
with respect to the changes in outlook of Public 
Administration and Public Policy and its suggestions 
in expert preparing in these disciplines in China and 
United States (Wu and He, 2009; He, Lai and Wu, 2016).

To lead the present research course syllabi have been 
gathered from Public Administration respective 
departments of Public universities. A blend of techniques 
like; email, the individual visit to colleges, and websites 
used to gather data. Table 1 represents samples for this 
study.

Table 1: Public Administration departments included in the sample

Universities Departments
University of Dhaka Public Administration
University of Chittagong Public Administration

Comilla University Public Administration
Barisal University Public Administration
Jagannath University Public Administration
Jahangirnagar University Public Administration
University of Rajshahi Public Administration
Shahjalal University of Science 
and Technology

Public Administration

Pabna University of Science and 
Technology

Public Administration

Jatiya Kabi Kazi Nazrul Islam 
University

Public Administration & 
Governance Studies

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman Science and Technology 
University

Public Administration

Source: “List of Public Universities in Bangladesh”, 2018.

Wu and He (2009) coded different course components as 
per six classifications recorded in table 2. They utilized 
these classifications to discover importance with the 
ideal paradigms of Public Administration.

Table 2: Taxonomies and subtopics of Public Administration

Categories Taxonomies and subtopics
Traditional topics in public 
administration

Evolution of Public 
Administration
Political Context of Public 
Administration
Organization Theory
Ethics
Financial Management
Human Resource Management
Administrative Processes
Policy Process
Intergovernmental Relations

New Public Management Role of Government/Market 
failure
Reinventing Government
NPM Measures
Strategic Management
Total Quality Management
Performance Management

New Governance paradigm Civil Society/Nongovernmental 
organizations
Citizen Participation
Network Governance
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Public Value paradigm Public Value Creation
Political Management
Capacity Building

Professional skills for public 
managers

Leadership

Interpersonal Skills
Negotiation and Mediation

Other topics Crisis Management
Information Technology 
Management
E-government

Source: Wu & He, 2009, p.23.

Similar classifications have been connected in this 
research. These would permit summing up the 
paradigmatic orientation implanted in the Public 
Administration courses in Bangladesh.

Paradigm shifts in Public Administration

The advancement of Public Administration has 
been driven by three politico-authoritative models 
(maintaining a strategic distance from debasement, 
controlling authority specialist in a republic, controlling 
clashes of people and gatherings around public 
officials). Past these, there is some constitution attached 
workplaces to engage authorities however a short time 
later, founding fathers of this discipline discussed the 
separation of powers to protect the system (Keller, 2007). 
Greek philosophers like Plato, Aristotle, and Machiavelli 
additionally pondered reshaping Western Europe. 
One official document for this is the composition of 
Machiavelli “The Prince”. In addition, studies of taxes, 
statistics, administration, and military organization are 
likewise underscored by them. Subsequently, Lorenz 
Von Stein considered as the father of the science of 
Public Administration denoted this order as the blend 
of Sociology, Political Science, Administrative Law and 
Public Finance (Protiyogita Darpan, 2013).

The dichotomous article of Woodrow Wilson in 1887 
reshaped the expert field of Public Administration by 
recommending the division of nonpartisan ability and 
political Guidance. While the previous one included 
ability, lack of bias, hierarchy and later included 
policy leadership and legislative oversight (Demier 

and Nyhan, 2008). Subsequently the way of life will 
be reshaped as proposed by the previously mentioned 
three models. The administrative aptitudes of Public 
Administration demanded exceptionally amid the 1940s 
after the resurgence of certain scientific principles of 
administration. Afterward, these administrative fixations 
were tested by Chester I. Barnard, Herbert Simon. Which 
has been addressed by Fritz Morstein Marx if there 
should arise an occurrence of dichotomizing legislative 
issues and organization? For molding practices of 
executives, sociologies contemplate appeared to be 
essential. Along these lines the possibility of Political 
Science has been underlined over Public Administration 
by the compositions of Paul Appleby (Henry, 1975).

In any case, some scholastic overviews amid 1964 
uncovered that there is less convergence of researchers 
in “Bureaucratic politics” With the stream of time 
it has lost the concentrate however later found a 
concentration in regulatory sciences. The Journal of 
Administrative Science Quarterly has been presented 
in 1956. This stage has been recognized the focal 
point of Public Administration and determined the 
studies of Business Administration, Organizational 
Development and Organizational Management. Be that 
as it may, the locus of Public Administration confronted 
inquiries among confounding orders like Business and 
Political Sciences. Whereas it also excluded the theme 
of public interest which is the main concentration of 
Public Administration. Afterward, amid 1970s Public 
Administration discover its control with the locus 
in its own and focus also. A multidisciplinary stage 
developed to advance the experts with information of 
public affairs, management techniques, organizational 
studies, human resources, and political sciences as well. 
In outcome, the control recovered fame. Amid 1971 to 
1972 alumni enlistments expanded to half which was 
earlier 36% (Henry, 1975).

A short time later, Public Administrationists (Niskanen, 
Freedman and Freedman, and Hughes) scrutinized 
Bureaucratic model or Traditional Public Administration 
and proposed a few speculations like Public Choice 
theory, Transaction theory and Principle-operator 
theory (Islam, 2015). Researchers pondered effectiveness 
and open interests because of ongoing defilements, 
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inadequacy, and wastefulness of the legislature. To 
improve the balance of public interests, technological 
applications like the utilization of Information and 
Communication Technology was likewise proposed. 
Dwight Waldo’s gathering with youthful Public 
Administrationists concocted explicit suggestions of 
including budget cuts, Financial Management, Political 
economy, Public Management to accentuate New Public 
Management latest worldview of Public Administration 
(Gruening, 2001).

Keeping Dwight Waldo’s Democratic Theory of Public 
Administration and going past Herbert Simon’s formal 
rationalities, some reformist researchers of Public 
Administration thought of new expansion in this field. 
Scholars like Denhart (2011), Gerry Stoker (2006), Barry 
Bozeman (2007), Stephen Osborn (2010) and Political 
scholars Harry Boyte discussed a few increments and 
thinking beyond New Public Management. Emphasizing 
productivity and viability as well as pointing at New 
Value Governance. An analyst like Moore, Bozeman 
discussed key triangles of administrations, results, trust, 
and authenticity. Additionally, they concentrated on 
public goods, common goods to ensure accountability, 
effectiveness, efficiency, justness, and fairness in the 
context of democratic governance (Bryson, Crosby 
and Bloomberg, 2014). Researchers determined further 
civic engagement and citizen involvement by residents 
are engaged as devices for reacting to the activities of 
public institutions (Denhardt and Denhardt, 2015). 
Public Managers can include multi associations and 
individuals to quicken arrangement usage. Networking 
can oversee circuitous ties among partners. Along these 
lines researchers figured arrangement among people 
and associations may cultivate constructive results of 
Public Actions (J. and O’Toole, 2014).

Data analysis

The forthcoming Minnowbrook gathering of 2028 will 
emphasize on the worldwide point of view of Public 
Administration. Past the majority of the meetings very 
focused on the American perspective (Bowornwathana, 
2010). These activities facilitate the past one nation 
driven patterns and enable nations to blend theory and 
practice on as per particular nations (Wu and He, 2009).

As indicated by an overview I directed in 2017 utilizing 
course prospectuses of chose Universities, I thought 
of certain outcomes. Table 3 speaks to an outline of 
courses presented by separate Universities amid 
2016-2017 academic sessions. Course prospectuses of 
individual University have been investigated by the 
classes of paradigmatic orientation (2009) by Wu and 
He. Generally speaking we can say that all Universities 
real spotlight depends on conventional themes of Public 
Administration. Huge rates (above 60%) courses are 
canvassed in this segment. Such discoveries follow 
writing. As, these investigations are considered as 
establishments of Public Administration (Ikeanyible, 
Ori and Okoye, 2017). In any case, a few universities 
like Shahjalal University of Science and Technology 
(38.46%), Jahangirnagar University (46.51%) and 
Comilla University (36.95%) have similarly lower focus 
in this paradigmatic orientation.

Then again, Basic courses on New Public Management 
are additionally normal in every University. Most 
astounding rate appeared at Shahjalal University of 
Science and Technology (12.82%), Comilla University 
(17.39%) and Bangabandhu Sheik Mujibur Rahman 
Science and Technology University (12.5%). New Public 
Management developed to manage issues happened 
by conventional types of government. Wastefulness, 
ineptitude, ineffectualness was a typical marvel in 
government workplaces. Niskanen (1972), Buchanan 
and Tullock (1962), and later Osborne Gaebler (1992) 
discussed a few proposals and changes in this change. 
Presentation of some particular changes additionally 
formalized with Public Choice theory. Some undisputed 
attributes of this control resemble Budgeting, 
Decentralization, Customers, Strategic Planning 
and Management, Personnel Management, Usage of 
Information Technology and so forth (Gruening, 2001, 
p. 2). To analyze the course contents among Universities 
these qualities connected alongside the classifications of 
Wu and He.

The improvement wavering of Public Administration 
(Ikeanyible, Ori and Okoye, 2017) further reached out 
towards New Public Service (2011) idea. This idea 
presented by Janet and Robert Denhardt. Majority rule 
soul and administration focal point of government has 
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recently included with effectiveness and efficiency. 
Where citizens and non-government organizations acted 
as performing actors of public sector values (Bryson, 
Crosby and Bloomberg, 2014). New Governance 
Paradigm and Public Value Paradigm additionally 
centered by Universities of Bangladesh. Dhaka, 
Rajshahi and Comilla University secured noteworthy 
rates of courses 13.16%, 20%, 17.39% individually in 
New Governance Paradigm. In any case, Public Value 
Paradigm appears to be very well known among the 
branches of Public Administration. 38.46% courses of 
Shahjalal University of Science and Technology secured 
open esteem creation, political administration and limit 
building substance. Moreover, 21.21%, 21.74%, 27.90%, 
22.5%, 23.40% courses secured by Chittagong University, 
Comilla University, Jahangirnagar University, Jatiya 
Kabi Kazi Nazrul Islam University and Pabna University 
of Science and Technology individually.

Despite the fact that courses of all Universities adapt 
to the ongoing hypothetical improvements of Public 
Administration yet fixations for professional skills for 

public managers are not noteworthy. This classification 
incorporates Leadership, Negotiation and Mediation 
(Wu, He, 2009). Among the majority of the Universities, 
just Dhaka University has 7.89% courses in this class. 
Digital government studies consider likewise included 
among courses everything being equal.

Discussion and Findings

The voyage of Public Administration as an academic 
discipline has been begun in the year 1972 from Dhaka 
University. Again the note of Woodrow Wilson (1887) 
demonstrated valid from the viewpoint of Bangladesh. 
He looked at this control as “Practical Science”. After 
1972 numerous Universities presented this order in view 
of its down to earth utilization. Up to examined Table 
3 condensed the significant classifications of courses 
contemplated among Public Universities. Explicit 
discoveries are examined following.

Traditional topics in public administration

The majority of the Universities have establishment 

Table 3: Distribution of courses according to aforementioned categories

Universities Paradigmatic Orientations
Traditional Approaches 
to Public Administration

New Public 
Management

New 
Governance 
Paradigm

Public Value 
Paradigm

Professional 
Skills for Public 
Managers

Other topics

University of Dhaka 22 (57.89%) 4 (10.54%) 5 (13.16%) 3 (7.89%) 3 (7.89%) 1 (2.63%)
University of Chittagong 22 (66.67%) 2 (6.06%) 3 (9.09%) 5(21.21%) 0 1(3.03%)
Comilla University 17 (36.95%) 8 (17.39%) 8 (17.39%) 10 (21.74%) 1 (2.17%) 2 (4.34%)
Barisal University 21 (65.62%) 3 (9.38%) 3 (9.38%) 5 (15.62%) 0 0
Jagannath University 21 (58.33%) 4 (11.11%) 5 (13.89%) 6 (16.67%) 0 0
Jahangirnagar University 20 (46.51%) 5 (11.62%) 4 (9.30%) 12 (27.90%) 0 2 (4.65%)
University of Rajshahi 17 (68%) 2 (8%) 5(20%) 5 (20%) 0 1 (4%)
Shahjalal University of 
Science and Technology

15 (38.46%) 5 (12.82%) 2 (5.12%) 15 (38.46%) 1 (2.56%) 1 (2.56%)

Jatiya Kabi Kazi Nazrul 
Islam University

23 (57.5%) 3 (7.5%) 4 (10%) 9 (22.5%) 0 1 (2.5%)

Pabna University of 
Science and Technology

29 (61.70%) 1 (2.13%) 4 (8.51%) 11 (23.40%) 1 (2.13%) 1 (2.13%)

Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman 
Science and Technology 
University

26 (65%) 5 (12.5%) 4 (10%) 5 (12.5%) 0 0

Source: Authors’ analysis.
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courses for Public Administration like Introduction 
to Public Administration, Introduction to Politics and 
Government, Politics and Administration of Bangladesh, 
Comparative Public Administration, Human Resources 
Management, and Public Policy Analysis. Nicholas 
Henry’s book “Public Administration and Public Affairs” 
has been recommended by all divisions. Besides, the 
central researcher’s whole book is presenting also. 
With the academic reference of Rosenbloom David 
H. (1983), Public Administration is the mix of various 
fields like managerial, legal and political values and 
processes (Wright, 2011). Course syllabi additionally 
spread these disciplines. Standardizing courses like 
legal, management, political theories are recorded in 
customary points of Public Administration.

 � Comparative Public Administration has 
developed with the scholarly advancement of the 
Ford Foundation. To spread the idea of Public 
Administration from American Perspective to 
worldwide point of view Fred Riggs, Dwight 
Waldo, Ferrel Heady, G. E. Caiden, Edward 
Weidner, etc talked amid the 1960s to 1970s about 
this commendable sub-discipline (Bapuji and 
Rao, 2001). Relative examinations among France, 
United States, United Kingdom, India, Malaysia, 
and Singapore and so on are incorporated into 
course schedules. Studies think about basic Public 
Administration, work force the board, financial 
aspects, etc.

 � Development Administration considered as twin 
subfield with Comparative Public Administration of 
Public Administration. The previous one spotlights 
essentially on the monetary advancement of 
developing nations (Farazmand, 1996; Bapuji, 1989). 
As indicated by the classification of paradigmatic 
orientation by Wu and He, both of these subfields are 
considered as intergovernmental relations. Course 
syllabi of every Public universities of Bangladesh 
additionally incorporate this investigation. 
Reference readings are regularly utilized as R.K 
Sapru, Paul Krugman, etc.

New Public Management

This paradigmatic introduction is very well known 

in academic studies of Public Administration in 
Bangladesh. Practically the majority of the Universities 
have courses on performance management, strategic 
management, public-private partnership, and 
decentralization. To accentuate the efficiency and 
effectiveness of government this subfield came into 
power (Farazmand, 1996; Bapuji, 1989).

 � “To do more, with less” idea has turned out 
to be mainstream during the 1990s. From that 
time, decentralization of organization picked up 
its fame (Matei and Enescu, 2013). Agreeing to 
these marvels, decentralization of government 
contemplates likewise being engaged in Bangladesh. 
Neighborhood Government considers, Rural, and 
urban administration courses got a vital spot in the 
investigation of Public Administration.

New Governance paradigm

Public Administration discipline constantly centered 
numerous progressions forward and backward. In any 
case, the majority of the progressions happened on 
account of the interest of the general public. Beyond 
efficiency and effectiveness, citizen participation and 
network governance has become mandatory (Bryson, 
Crosby and Bloomberg, 2014). Governance studies 
course is very basic in every university. In spite of the fact 
that Civil Society and Nonprofit organization courses 
are not basic these are incorporated into some different 
courses like social security nets the board, improvement 
thinks about and so on.

Public Value paradigm

A public sector value implies the regularizing 
agreement about the objective of the general public. 
Significant information of this esteem is essential for 
all understudies of this discipline. The interior and 
outer activities of public sector organizations ought 
to be comprehended by students. In addition, a few 
impulses of recourses and procedures to appear 
objectives ought to be cleared up by instructors (Wu 
and He, 2009). Capacity building courses incorporate 
Information Communication Technology, advanced 
statistics, political economy, database management and 
programming, social research. Just Shahjalal University 
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of Science and Technology offers database management 
and programming course. Then again, the remainder of 
the courses is normal in all Universities.

Professional skills for public managers

This classification is not really coordinated with course 
syllabi of the academic study of Public Administration 
in Bangladesh. Just Dhaka University has courses 
on leadership, interpersonal skills, and negotiation 
management. In the present globalized world these 
aptitudes are fundamental for executives just as 
policymakers (Wu and He, 2009). Since learning is 
valuable when one can use that properly else it isn’t 
commendable.

Other topics

Information technology management skills, electronic 
governance courses are being taught in each 
university. Social Safety net projects courses of various 
universities incorporate crisis management and also 
network governance as well. The pattern of scholarly 
investigations changed with the worldwide headway of 
this discipline up until now. Late inspirations for this 
subject are concentrating on new points of view like; 
Business policy, International Business Negotiation, 
Database Management, Leadership management and 
so on.

The vast majority of the Universities presented this office 
after 2000. Despite a new academic discipline, Public 
Administration is among top demanded subject in Social 
Sciences faculties in Bangladesh. In spite of the fact that 
they have a decent fixation on the establishment of this 
discipline still there is an absence of expert aptitudes for 
future managers. To deal with this issue instructor can 
blend four inquiries of Denhardt (2002) and center more 
around case-based near investigations suggested by Wu 
and He in 2009.

CONCLUSION
There is dependably a hole among theory and practice 
among Western and non-Western nations (Welch and 
Wong 1998). It is regular that the scholastic focal point of 
Public Administration is for the most part dependent on 

Western viewpoint because of commanding researchers 
of this order. Public sector values, resources, and 
practices of government are additionally unique thusly 
among nations. The majority of the universities detailed 
courses with the mix of the socio-political-cultural and 
economic point of view of Bangladesh. Again return 
to Denhardt’s four inquiries teachers can concentrate 
on them while building instructive foci for students. 
Besides, professional skills for managers are very 
stressed by Denhardt (1999) and Straussman (2008) to 
initiate effective network among governments (Salamon, 
2002) and associations for changing contributions to 
yields (Harrison, 2005).
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